
Minutes of the September 5, 2008 
Pharmacy & Therapeutics (P&T) Committee Meeting 

SD Department of Social Services, Medical Services Division 
 
 

Members present 
Verdayne Brandenburg, M.D.; Dana Darger, R.Ph.; William Ladwig, R.Ph.; Dennis Hedge, 
PharmD.; Willis Sutliff, M.D.; Rick Holm, M.D.; Galen Goeden, R.Ph.; Debra Farver, PharmD.; 
Timothy Soundy, M.D. 
 
Members absent 
James Engelbrecht, M.D. 
 
DSS staff present 
Mike Jockheck, R.Ph.; Larry Iversen 
 
HID staff present 
Candace Rieth, Pharm.D. 
 
Administrative Business 
The P&T meeting was called to order by chair, D. Darger, at approximately 1pm.  The minutes 
of the June 20, 2008 meeting were presented.  V. Brandenburg made a motion to approve as 
written, with a second by W. Sutliff.  The motion was approved unanimously.  L. Iversen 
introduced Debra Farver, PharmD, and Timothy Soundy, MD, who have both recently been 
appointed by the governor to serve on the P&T committee.   
 
L. Iversen spoke regarding future meeting venues.  P&T Committee meetings are typically held 
on a quarterly basis and several committee members as well as State employees fly to Sioux 
Falls to attend.  In an effort to contain costs, the State anticipates that at least two meetings a year 
will be held in a location equipped with teleconferencing capabilities.  The teleconferencing 
equipment will be available in Sioux Falls, Pierre, and Rapid City.  Information regarding the 
location of future meetings will be posted on the HID SD Medicaid website.  The next P&T 
meeting date will be December 12, 2008. 
 
Prior Authorization Statistics 
C. Rieth presented an overview of the prior authorization (PA) activity for April, May and June, 
2008.  There were a total of 1,337 PAs processed in the month of April, with 99.10% of those 
requests responded to in less than 8 hours.  There were a total of 1,644 PAs processed in the 
month of May, with 98.48% of those requests responded to in less than 8 hours.  There were a 
total of 1.655 PAs processed in the month of June, with 99.21% of those requests responded to in 
less than 8 hours.  In April, there were 1,134 (85%) requests received electronically and 203 
(15%) received by fax.  In May, there were 1,478 (90%) requests received electronically and 166 
(10%) received by fax.  In June, there were 1.466 (89%) requests received electronically and 189 
(11%) received by fax.  In response to a request from the committee, C. Rieth presented the 
number of approvals and denials, by form type, for the faxed (manual) PA requests.   
 



Analysis of the Top 15 Therapeutic Classes 
C. Rieth reviewed the Top 15 Therapeutic Classes by total cost of claims from 01/01/2008 – 
03/31/2008.  The top five classes were antipsychotics, anticonvulsants, cerebral stimulants, 
monoclonal antibodies, and antidepressants.   
 
Committee members requested additional information on the antipsychotics, anticonvulsants, 
cephalosporins, and antidepressants.  C. Rieth presented the analysis of these classes including 
cost per script, number of prescriptions, and age of patients.  Committee members asked for 
percentage spends of antipsychotics, anticonvulsants, and antidepressants in other State Medicaid 
programs.  This information was presented. 
 
Committee members asked for information regarding duplicate antipsychotic utilization.  This 
information will be presented at the next meeting. M. Jockheck suggested the committee 
implement quantity limits based on the FDA guidelines for maximum dosing.  Suggested 
quantity limits will be presented at the next P&T meeting. 
 
Invega Review 
C. Rieth presented the drug review and utilization for Invega, an antipsychotic indicated for the 
acute and maintenance treatment of schizophrenia.  D. Mantella, representing Ortho McNeil 
Janssen, spoke about Invega.  He suggested that patients that are rapid metabolizers of Risperdal 
as well as patients with hepatic dysfunction are good candidates for Invega therapy, since this 
medication is renally excreted. P. Arends, representing NAMI, spoke against prior authorization 
of all medications.  K. Oehlke, PA-C, spoke against prior authorizing antipsychotics and 
antidepressants.  Committee members asked that reports comparing Risperdal utilization and 
Invega utilization be brought to the next meeting.  Members also requested the specialty of 
providers prescribing these agents, the number of patients that have taken Risperdal prior to 
Invega and the diagnoses of patients.  This information will be presented at the next P&T 
meeting. 
 
Antidepressant Review 
C. Rieth presented information regarding the Wyoming Medicaid antidepressant step therapy 
initiative.  Wyoming sent two provider letters asking for guidance in the development of the step 
therapy process.  The step therapy program was implemented August 1, 2008.  W. Sutliff made a 
motion to develop a tier system for antidepressants.  V. Brandenburg seconded the motion.  A 
provider letter will be developed for the next meeting. 
 
Singulair Review 
In response to a previous request from the committee, C. Rieth presented information regarding 
diagnoses codes submitted on patients utilizing Singulair.  Committee members requested further 
analysis of the 1,442 patients that had none of the diagnoses codes related to asthma, allergic 
rhinitis, exercise induced bronchospasm, laryngotracheobronchitis, or reactive airway disease.  
Committee members suggested that the data include diagnosis codes for the past 2-3 years.  This 
information will be presented at the next P&T meeting. 
 
 
 



Medications for Head Lice 
C. Rieth presented the drug class review and utilization for medications used to treat head lice. 
There was no public comment.  A motion was made by B. Ladwig to place lindane and 
malathion on prior authorization.  G. Goeden seconded the motion.  The prior authorization of 
lindane and malathion will begin as soon as providers are notified. 
 
New Business 
C. Rieth reviewed Opioid utilization with committee members.  This topic will be discussed at 
future meetings. 
 
Because of time restraints, it was requested that the meeting be adjourned.  All topics that were 
not discussed will be tabled until the December meeting.  The next meeting date is December 12, 
2008.  The location will be sent to members and interested parties as soon as possible.  The SD 
Medicaid P*T meeting was adjourned at 3:10pm.   
 

 



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000500044004600206587686353ef901a8fc7684c976262535370673a548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200208fdb884c9ad88d2891cf62535370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef653ef5728684c9762537088686a5f548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200204e0a73725f979ad854c18cea7684521753706548679c300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020b370c2a4d06cd0d10020d504b9b0d1300020bc0f0020ad50c815ae30c5d0c11c0020ace0d488c9c8b85c0020c778c1c4d560002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken voor kwaliteitsafdrukken op desktopprinters en proofers. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents for quality printing on desktop printers and proofers.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /NoConversion
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /NA
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure true
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles true
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /NA
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


